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Chiang Ching-kuo (1910–1988), a former Taiwanese political leader, the son of 
Chiang Kai-shek, studied and worked in the USSR from 1925 to 1937. In 1925 the 
relations between the USSR and Chiang Kai-shek were very close; they both 
promoted the Chinese revolution.  But their relations strained with the Shanghai 
massacre in 1927, which was caused by Chiang Kai-shek. Since then, until the Sian 
incident in 1936 their relations became hostile. Chiang Ching-kuo’s life in the USSR 
was influenced by these incidents. In his memoirs, written after coming back to 
China in 1937, he described his stay in the USSR as similar to prisoner’s life, as 
being forced.  The researchers under the anti-communism regime in Taiwan 
followed his memoirs. But the material, which was revealed after the collapse of the 
USSR regime, indicates that Chiang Ching-kuo’s stay in the USSR differed from the 
story in his memoirs. The material describes that Chiang Ching-kuo was an active 
student, got good grades, and worked as an active member of school’s communist 
organizations. As a professional, he worked in accordance with the national policies 
of the USSR, got good evaluation and became a member of the Communist Party of 
the USSR.  His return to China was “desired” by his father, Chiang Kai-shek. But 
the USSR considered that Chiang Ching-kuo, a reliable communist and therefore 
could be useful in influencing his father; that he could promote the cooperation 
between the Nationalists and Communists in favor of the USSR. His return was 
“desired” from both sides, but at the same time both had different expectations.  
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